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to write and spell well enough for practical
purposes and acquired a smattering of Latin.
But his wider education was to be obtained in
service at the Court of Charles II, where he
picked up French, dabbled in astronomy, saw
the plays of Shakespeare and acquired all the
graces of society life.

Meanwhile, his sister Arabella, who was two
years his senior, had been making steady worldly
progress. A plainish girl with nice legs, she had
caught the roving eye of the King's only brother,
James, Duke of York, afterwards King James II,
and she combined the duties of Maid of Honour
to the first Duchess of York with those of mis-
tress to the Duchess' husband. To her, clearly,
John owed his appointment as page to James,
Duke of York, which he obtained at about the
age of sixteen, although Winston (now knighted)
h'eld the view that "it is no great preferment
to be a page." However, there was the adoles-
cent John Churchill, handsome, well-mannered,
with an influential sister, ensconced in the
highest circles of English society, and he used'
all his opportunities.

Three very different women played their
parts in the life of John Churchill. First, Ara-
bella. Then his distant kinswoman, the exotic
Barbara Villiers, Duchess of Cleveland, first
mistress en titre to King Charles II, whose lover
Churchill was to become. Finally Sarah Jen-
nings, a haughty and respectable but lovely
Maid of Honour, who was to be Churchill's
wife. For ten years, from the age of seventeen
to twenty-seven, he mixed his sexual and military